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Biograph 

Prof. Mohamed Faisal is a professor of aquatic animal medicine at the Department of Pathobiology and 
Diagnostic Investigation of the Michigan State University (MSU)-College of Veterinary Medicine and the 
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife of MSU-College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. Dr. Faisal joined 
MSU in March of 2001 and prior to that he was a professor at the School of Marine Science, The College of 
William and Mary, Virginia, USA.  He received his doctoral degrees from the University of Ludwig-
Maximillian, Munich, Germany.  As a veterinarian, he devoted his career to the study of diseases affecting 
aquatic animals (both freshwater and Marine). In specific, he is interested in deciphering the mechanisms of 
the pathogen-host interactions; how the pathogens invade its host and overcoming its immune system and 
how the host reacts and combat the intruding microbes.  Over a career that extended 37 years, Professor 
Faisal has made several milestone discoveries that advanced his field of specialization. During his relatively 
short tenure at MSU, he was successful in establishing the Aquatic Animal Medicine Program that 
integrated MSU, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Michigan Department of Agriculture, and the 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission. Dr. Faisal’s research enabled him to develop several important tools that 
facilitated the diagnosis of emerging infections and finding promising targets for the biological control of 
invasive species.  He is instrumental in providing guidance to the Great Lakes states on how to manage their 
fishery resources in the presence of emerging pathogens.  At the international level, Dr. Faisal is the Lead 
Scientist and Co-Founder of the Living Oceans Foundation, which is undertaking important research to 
mitigate the effects of diseases on coral reef biodiversity. He is also on the International Pollution Responses 



in Marine Organisms Association and is Consultant to the Secretary General of the UN on pollution issues. 
He established a central laboratory for fish disease diagnosis in Senegal 2008. Dr. Faisal has been recognized 
by a number of national and international awards and honorary degrees. For his outstanding research 
serving the community of Aquatic Animal health for several decades, Dr. Faisal has been selected as SF 
Snieszko Distinguished Fellow and Professor. Most recently, Dr. Mohamed Faisal has received the 2015 Jack 
Christie/Ken Loftus Award for his contribution toward understanding healthy great lakes ecosystems. 
 
 

 


